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LAUGHING MATTERS

by Phil Callaway

Letter to Judah

DEAR JUDAH
MATTHEW,

I'm your grandpa. The one who said to your
parents, “Have kids while we’re still young
enough to take care of them for you” I'm
the guy who almost drove over a cat while
rushing to the hospital. I was that excited
to see you. And here you are. My very first
grandson. All 7 pounds 13 ounces of you.

I should warn you of a few things, Judah.
First off, you have an older sister and two
cousins. They're all girls. Girls are fine. But
YOL[ Wll] IlaVC o ICﬂrﬂ o Sta.nd I.lp o thcﬂ’l
when they dress you in doll clothes and put
curlers in your hair. You won't be able to
speak up for yourself for a while. So I will
say something to them. [ love having grand-
daughters, but they are cunning and inge-
nious—and they’re not even two yet.

They bat their eyelids, and I am putty in
their hands. I'll do anything they ask. You
will have to help me with this. We guys
must stick together. [ will not be like that
with you. No sir. You are a boy. I shall paw
the ground and snort at you. And after
that? Well, I will likely ferch you anything
you want.

I quite like being a grandpa. The job de-

scription is short:

“Your names are a welcome
reminder of God’s much-needed
grace in my life, of His ability to

mend the busted and bring hope to
the hopeless.?’

1. Carry gummy bears,
2. Havetime.

3. Love unconditionally.
4. Modelsilliness.

5. Model godliness.

6. When you set a grandchild down,
don’t forget where.

Ovther than that, there isn’t much to it.

A word of warning about your parents.
They are still precty new at this parenting
thing, so cut them some slack. Especially
your father. If he puts your shirt on where
your diaper should be or falls asleep while
reading to you, he has had a long day. As for
your mom, be nice to her. She will choose
your meals for the next 16 years. She’s my
licele girl.

A word about your names: Judah and Mat-
thew. [ hate to tell you this, but you were
named after a scoundrel and a tax collector.
Bible names from perfect people are tough
to find. Marthew was a tax collecror. He
liked other people’s money. He had people
fill out forms. The forms said, “How much
money did you make last year? Give it to
me.” Judah was a Type A scoundrel too. The
first time I read about him, I was surprised
God allowed him to be in the Bible at all.
One day you'll be able to read the story for
yourself. You'll see what I mean. But here’s
the deal. These are the people God loves
and calls and changes and uses remarkably.

Your names are a welcome reminder of
God’s much-needed grace in my life, of His
abiliry ro mend the busted and bring hope
to the hopeless. I give thanks each day for
that grace because I've been a scoundrel
too. I've needed forgiveness. Just ask your
grandma. On second thought, don't, She
just might tell you.

A warning about the planet you landed
on—it’s pretry dark here, Judah. The devil
is not a fan of light. He likes to take every-
thing that’s purc and make it ugly. Bur God
takes what's busted and makes it beautiful.
Never forget: He is greater than any obsta-
cle you will face.

Last night we prayed for you, committing
you to God. He has awesome plans for you.
I'm so glad He included me in that plan.
After we prayed, I held you very close and
whispered, “Iwill saw off a golf elub for you.
Maybe we can get out to the course togeth-
er in about six months” You opened one
eye, and I think you may have winked at
me. So we have an understanding already.
You've made me a very happy man, Judah.
And you've yet to say a word.

I can’t wait to teach you how to whistle with
ablade of grass, make faces with a flashlight,
tie a necktie, tell a joke, throw a curveball,
treat a lady well, and eat ice cream until you
can't stand up. But first, its time to take
these curlers out of your hair.

Your fan for always, Grandpa Phil

Phil Callaway is a speaker, bestselling
author, and radio host. Visit him at
www.philcallaway.com.
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